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retired; in company with Kemble, she was finally driven
away in 1802. In September, 1799, sne wrote, to Mrs.
Pennington: " I have just received a letter, in the usual easy
style, from Mr. Sheridan, who, I fancy, thinks he has only to
issue his Sublime Commands," etc. In the previous January,
her daughter, Sally, wrote: " I wonder if Mr. Sheridan has any
notion that she is really at last determined to have no more
to do with him."

Something, though not much, might be urged on Sheridan's
side where Mrs. Siddons was concerned. Over contracts, she
was, as we have found (pp. 101 and in), a hard bargainer;
she jolly well saw, as our boys say, that she did not accept
sweating terms. The following, from a letter of January, 1792,
written by the first Mrs. 'Sheridan to her husband, is noteworthy,
" I see Mrs. Siddons is announced. Have you brought her to
reasonable terms?"1

Charles Surface that he was, Sheridan captivated every one
he wished to captivate, not least those who had to suffer from
his maddening qualities. Lovers of Lamb will recollect the
instance of Lamb's godfather, Fielde, the Holborn oilman,
who, as sole remuneration for many years' nightly illumination
of the orchestra and various avenues of Drury Lane Theatre,
received a pretty liberal issue of orders for the play, together
with the honour of Sheridan's supposed familiarity, and "was
content to have it so," since he regarded the latter half of his
recompense as "better than money." Not every one could
afford to take Fielde, the oilman's view. The poorer actors
thought it werry 'ard that, at Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day rehearsals, in contrast to Garrick, who, on these occasions,
had always allowed 'a comfortable cold collation' and drink-
ables, Sheridan, the great diner-out of his generation, did not
stand them a single glass of beer. James Smith related how
Delpini, the clown, was goaded by non-payment into telling
Sheridan plainly what an honest fellow thought of him,2 and
Miss Constance Hill, in her pleasant volume, The House in
St. Martirts Street, narrates, from the previously unpublished

1 Sheridan, by W. Fraser Rae, ii. 143, 1896.

2  Cf. Grimaldi's story of Sheridan, Life and Times oj Frederick Reynolds, ii.
231-33.
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